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The Sustainability Module is a new offering
at the University of Auckland, focused on
teaching students about the values and science
of sustainability, encouraging critical thinking
about societal challenges, and learning how to
address them. Launched in 2019, the threecourse module is available to students enrolled
in a Bachelors programme in Arts, Science
or Advanced Science (Honours).
Sustain 100: Sustainability and Us focuses
on the values that underpin sustainability
and the role individuals play in creating
sustainable solutions. The major assignment
involves working in teams to design a game
that encourages people to think sustainably.
It includes interdisciplinary case studies on
water and food.
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Sustainability Module
The Sustainability Module was developed
by Niki Harré (Professor of Psychology and
inaugural Associate Dean of Sustainability,
Faculty of Science), in collaboration with Joe
Fagan (Senior Tutor in Environment, Faculty of
Science) and Manuel Vallée (Senior Lecturer in
Sociology, Faculty of Arts). The collaboration
followed from Niki’s prior success in setting up
the Faculty of Science Sustainability Network,
and developing an interdisciplinary teaching
unit on the global fashion industry, involving
several academics (see Harré et al, 2018).

FIND OUT MORE

Sustain 200: The Sustainable Community
introduces complex social systems, discusses
human communities and the “circuit breakers”
that disrupt business as usual, looks at models
for sustainable cities, offers a practical project
designing a sustainability innovation for the
university, and includes case studies on
climate change and fisheries.
Sustain 300: A Sustainable World examines
global process for addressing issues, involves
a practical project developing a policy
proposal for a multi-national business, the NZ
government or an international organisation
and includes case studies on population and
green technology.
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Top 3 Learnings
The creativity, listening and cooperative
decision making skills that are developed
by bringing together students from
multiple disciplines to consider major
environmental issues and solutions
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The new, expert knowledge from different
disciplines teachers absorb when working
in an interdisciplinary team
That young people are deeply
concerned about sustainability issues
and very ready to take up opportunities
to learn and contribute to problem
solving for a better future
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